Box 10.1

Phonetic ambiguity

Examples of Ambiguous Sentences

Remember, a spoken sentence often contains many words not intended to be heard.
Ream ember us poke can cent tense off in contains men knee words knot in ten did tube
bee herd.

Lexical ambiguity

I've got to go to the bank this morning.
I've got to go to First National this morning.

or

I've got to go to the river’s edge this morning.

Syntactic ambiguity

Have the missionaries eaten.
(Spoken by the hishop as a question or spoken by a cannibal chief as an order)
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